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tageous bargain. Papa, however, prevailed upon him to
advance ^200, to be deducted hereafter out of the part he
is to receive; and if two volumes of the novel are not forth-
coming on the ist of January 1817, Constable has a promis-
sory note to come upon papa for the ^200. This ^"200 I
told you was appropriated to Davidson and Hamilton, who
had lent him ^200 on his Caleb Williams last year; so that
you perceive he has as yet gained nothing on his novel, and
all depends upon his future exertions. He has been very
unwell and very uneasy in his mind for the last week, unable
to write; and it was not till this day I discovered the cause,
which has given me great uneasiness. You seem to have
forgotten Kingdon's ^300 to be paid at the end of June.
He has had a great deal of plague and uneasiness about it,
and has at last been obliged to give Kingdon his promissory
note for ^"300, payable on demand, so that every hour is not
safe. Kingdon is no friend, and the money Government
money, and it cannot be expected he will show Papa any
mercy. I dread the effect on his health. He cannot sleep at
night, and is indeed very unwell. This he concealed from
Mamma and myself until this day. Taylor of Norwich has
also come upon him again; he says, owing to the distress of
the country, he must have the money for his children; but I
do not fear him like Kingdon. Shelley said in his letter, some
weeks ago, that the ^300 should come the end of June.
Papa, therefore, acted upon that promise. From your last
letter I perceive you think I colour my statements. I assure
you I am most anxious, when I mention these unfortunate
affairs, to speak the truth, and nothing but the truth, as it is.
I think it my duty to tell you the real state of the case, for I
know you deceive yourself about things. If Papa could go on
with his novel in good spirits, I think it would perhaps be his
very best. He said the other day that he was writing upon a
subject no one had ever written upon before, and that it would
require great exertion to make it what he wished. Give my
love to Jane; thank her for her letter. I will write to her
next week, though I consider this long tiresome one as